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§ 505.2 Annual determination of aver-
age cost of incarceration. 

Pursuant to 28 CFR 0.96c, the Bureau 
of Prisons staff is responsible for calcu-
lating the annual average cost of incar-
ceration. This calculation is reviewed 
annually and the revised figure is pub-
lished as a notice in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER. 

§ 505.3 Inmates exempted from fee as-
sessment. 

Inmates who began service of sen-
tence before January 1, 1995, or who 
have had a fine either imposed or ex-
pressly waived by the United States 
District Court, pursuant to Section 
5E1.2 (e) of the United States Sen-
tencing Guidelines, or any successor 
provisions, are exempt from fee assess-
ment otherwise required by this part. 

§ 505.4 Calculation of assessment by 
unit staff. 

Bureau of Prisons Unit Team staff 
are responsible for computing the 
amount of the fee to be paid by each in-
mate who has not been exempted from 
fee assessment. The inmate will only 
be assessed an amount once for the 
cost of incarceration for each separate 
period of incarceration. 

(a) Unit Team staff are to rely exclu-
sively on the information contained in 
the Presentence Investigation Report 
and findings and orders of the sen-
tencing court in order to determine the 
extent of an inmate’s assets, liabilities 
and dependents. 

(b) The fee is assessed in accordance 
with the following formula: If an in-
mate’s assets are equal to or less than 
the poverty level, as established by the 
United States Department of Health 
and Human Services and published an-
nually in the FEDERAL REGISTER, no fee 
is to be imposed. If an inmate’s assets 
are above the poverty level, Unit Team 
staff are to impose a fee equal to the 
inmate’s assets above the poverty level 
up to the average cost to the Bureau of 
Prisons of confining an inmate for one 
year. 

(c) If the amount of time that the in-
mate is in custody is less than 334 days 
(including pretrial custody time), the 
maximum fee to be imposed is to be 
computed by prorating the fee on a 
monthly basis. 

§ 505.5 Waiver of fee by Warden. 

The Warden may reduce or waive the 
fee if the inmate establishes that: 

(a) He or she is not able and, even 
with the use of a reasonable install-
ment schedule, is not likely to become 
able to pay all or part of the fee, or 

(b) Imposition of a fee would unduly 
burden the inmate’s dependents. 

§ 505.6 Procedures for payment. 

Fees imposed pursuant to this part 
are due and payable after notice of the 
Unit Team actions. When the inmate 
participates in the inmate financial re-
sponsibility program (see 28 CFR part 
545, subpart B), fees are to be included 
under the category ‘‘other federal gov-
ernment obligations’’ and are to be 
paid before other financial obligations 
included in that same category. Fees 
may be subject to interest charges. 

§ 505.7 Procedures for final disposi-
tion. 

Before the inmate completes his or 
her sentence, Unit Team staff must re-
view the status of the inmate’s fee. 
Any unpaid amount will be referred for 
collection in accordance with Federal 
Claims Collection Standards (4 CFR 
Chapter II). 

PART 506—INMATE COMMISSARY 
ACCOUNT 

Sec. 
506.1 What is the purpose of individual in-

mate commissary accounts? 
506.2 How may family, friends, or other 

sources deposit funds into an inmate 
commissary account? 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; 18 U.S.C. 3621, 3622, 
3624, 4001, 4042, 4081, 4082 (Repealed in part as 
to offenses committed on or after November 
1, 1987), 5006–5024 (Repealed October 12, 1984 
as to offenses committed after that date), 
5039; 28 U.S.C. 509, 510; 31 U.S.C. 1321. 

SOURCE: 69 FR 40317, July 2, 2004, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 506.1 What is the purpose of indi-
vidual inmate commissary ac-
counts? 

The purpose of individual inmate 
commissary accounts is to allow the 
Bureau to maintain inmates’ monies 
while they are incarcerated. Family, 
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